Due Date: ______________________________

Name ____________________________________________
Date ___________________

Life in the Middle Ages Essay/Graphic Organizer


Social Studies 8
Over the last two weeks we have been studying about the Fall of the Western Roman Empire and the start of the Middle Ages.  In studying this time period, we have learned how the Feudal System functions, and about how life was for various members of society.  Your task for this first essay will be to write a two-page essay that discusses, compares, and contrasts Lords and Serfs living during the Middle Ages.

Paragraph 1: Introduction ( What is your essay about?  Briefly give an overview of the Feudal System. State the two groups of people you will be comparing and contrasting. What is a Lord? What is a Serf?  

	Lord _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Serf: _________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________



Paragraph 2: Describe their similarities ( What is your topic sentence?  Include details from the reading summaries and class notes (and common sense).
	Topic sentence: ________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Similarities:

1.  _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3.   _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Paragraph 3: Describe their differences ( What is your topic sentence?  Include details from the reading summaries and class notes (and common sense).
	Topic sentence: ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Differences:

1. _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3.   _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Paragraph 4: Conclusion ( Restate/summarize the main points of your essay.  

	


Your essay should be:
· Typed, double-spaced, with 12-point font

· Must contain your name, date, and block  

· No fewer than 4 paragraphs (intro paragraph, two body paragraphs and a conclusion)

· The Grading Rubric must be stapled to the front of your essay 
· Must be written using academic language, proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling
